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Civil Society and Family: On the Basis of Personality and Property
Tian Yisong

Abstract: Hegel’s theory of family should be understood on the basis of personality and property, which
determine the persistence and dissolution of the family. Although there is a big difference between the family
theory of early and later Marx, both are connected with Hegel’s theory of family. When early Marx criticized Hegel’s
philosophy of right and constructed the political philosophy of his own, he did not pay more attention to the
family, which is merged into the civil society. Later Marx stated a theory of family in accordance with an empirical
anthropology within the framework of his historical materialism. In a word, we must interpret the family and civil
society from the perspective of (free) personality and property. Therefore, if we want to explore the practical value of
Marx’s family theory, we must protect the personality and property of the members of family, especially women, and
enhance the family virtue construction and make the marriage law according to these.

Key words: family, civil society, property, personality
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